
 
Hachi: a relationship that defied time life 
(Text adapted from: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hachikō and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hachi:_A_Dog%27s_Tale ) 
 
[1] In 1924, a puppy was sent from Japan to the United States in the cargo compartment of an airplane. 
However, the little dog escaped when his cage fell at an American train station, just before it arrived at 
its final destination. Professor Parker Wilson found the dog, and since the station manager did not want 
to lock the dog up in the office overnight, Professor Parker took it home with the hope of returning the 
animal to its owner.  
 
[2] When discussing whether they should keep the puppy, professor’s Parker’s wife did not agree to 
keep the puppy. On the night he took the little dog to his house, Professor Parker learned that the dog 
is an Akita and, as a consequence, the following morning, he took him to work. 
 
[3] One of his colleagues, a Japanese professor, explained to Parker the symbol on the collar as 
'Hachi'—Japanese for the number 8—signifying good fortune. 
Parker decided to call the dog Hachiko. Little by little, Professor 
Parker became used to the dog, especially after looking at how 
disciplined and loyal he was. Thus, Hachiko became a part of the 
family and would accompany Professor Parker to the train station 
where he took the train to go to work. What is most interesting is 
that everyday, at the exact time of Professor’s return, Hachiko would 
go to the station, waited for him and greeted him at the end of each 
day at the station. The pair continued their daily routine until May 
1925, when Professor Ueno did not return. The professor had 
suffered a cerebral hemorrhage and dies, never returning to the 
station where Hachiko was waiting.  
 
[4] Each day for the next nine years, nine months and fifteen days, Hachiko awaited Parker's return, 
appearing precisely when the train was due at the station. Hachiko attracted the attention of other 
commuters. Many of the people who frequented the Shibuya train station had seen Hachiko and 
Professor Parker together each day. Initial reactions from the people, especially from those working at 
the station, were not necessarily friendly.  
 

 
 
 
 
[5] However, after the first appearance of the article about him on October 4, 1932 in Asahi Shimbun, 
people started to bring Hachiko treats and food to nourish him during his wait. 
Hachiko died in March 1934. At present, a Hachiko’s statue in front of the Shibuya train station to honor 
the relationship with the professor, which is an example of kindness, loyalty, and devotion.  
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I. After reading the passage, carry out the following activities. 
 

1. List 3 ideas that reflect how Professor Parker’s relationship with Hachiko came to be. 
a) ______________________________________________________________________ 

b) ______________________________________________________________________ 

c) ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. The following words are used to describe Hachiko’s relationship with professor Parker. 

State why. 
Attribute Reason  
Kindness  

 
 
 

Loyalty  
 
 
 

Devotion  
 
 
 

 
3. Professor Parker died in 1925, and Hachiko died in 1932. Infer / guess some of the 

possible thoughts and emotions that Hachiko felt while waiting, and that people had 
while passing by Hachiko. 
 

Hachiko People 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Imagine that you are a journalist and a frequent user of the train in Japan, and for the 

last 6 months, when you come out of the station, you have noticed that a dog is always 
standing at the exit of the station. You have done asked around and now you know the 
background of the dog. You think this is a great example of the relationships between 
people and animals and decide to write an article about the relationship Hachiko had 
with Professor Parker’s family. Write a blog entry. Choose one: 

a) Report the outcomes of an interview that you had with Professor Parker’s wife about 
Hachiko. 

b) Write a general entry about the relationships between people and their pets, use 
Hachiko’s story as inspiration and include information about him in your text. 

c) Write a comparison. Compare the way people related to other people, the way people 
relate to animals, and the way animals relate to people. Explain what we can learn from 
each. 

Write 200 words. Use vocabulary related to emotions and relationships. Connect your ideas 
appropriately, check spelling and make sure you use verb tenses accurately. 
  


